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Carina Kaufman-Gutierrez brings 
experience in policy development, 
restaurants, and community organizing 
for equitable economic justice. At SVP 
she has worked to pass city legislation to 
reform the street vendor industry, pass 
state legislation to create a $2.1 billion 
relief fund for excluded workers, and 

initiated a food relief program during the 
pandemic that employed vendors to make 
healthy, culturally sensitive meals for  
distribution across the five boroughs. She 
has previously held positions at NYC Small 
Business Services, Community Service 
Society, and Fundación Corona. Carina 
holds a Masters in International Affairs 
and Urban Social Policy from Columbia 
University, and was recognized in City & 
State’s Labor 40 under 40 in 2021. 

Carina Kaufman- 
Gutierrez
Deputy Director,
Street Vendor Project
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Althea Taylor
Executive Director,
Hour Children

Dr. Alethea Taylor, RhD, CRC most 
recently a distinguished lecturer with 
Hunter College School of Education in the 
department of Educational Foundations 
and Counseling. Dr. Taylor also served as 
the Executive Director with Greenhope 
Services for Women, helping women with 
substance use and mental health disorders 
who were formally incarcerated. She has 27 
years of professional experience including 
management coaching, staff development, 
university teaching, serving women and 

youth, and providing advocacy within the 
criminal justice community. In 2013, Dr. 
Taylor was selected as a Fellow of the New 
York University’s Research for Leadership 
in Action’s inaugural IGNITE Fellowship for 
Women of Color in the Social Sector. Dr. 
Taylor has served as an adjunct professor 
at New York University, NYACK College, 
and The College of New Rochelle teaching 
courses such as research methods, 
statistics, career counseling, and medical 
aspects of disabilities.  

Dr. Taylor is a committee member of The 
Independent Commission on New York City 
Criminal Justice and Incarceration Reform, 
serves as a member of the Correctional 
Association of New York’s advisory 
council, and with The New York Women’s 
Foundation on their Justice Initiative. Dr. 
Taylor received her Doctor of Rehabilitation 
from Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, her Master’s Degree from 
New York University, and she is a certified 
Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor.
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into a new and independent entity. In 2012, 
Yanki was honored by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg with the American Dreamer 
Award in the Business Leader category 
for her contribution to improving the lives 
of newcomers to the city. In 2016, she 
was honored by the Lawyers Alliance for 
New York for her leadership in community 
service. 

Living in Tibetan refugee communities in 
India and Nepal for many years, Yanki came 
to the U.S. in 1986. She has a Master’s 
degree in International Affairs from 
Columbia University with a specialization 
in Economic Development and South Asian 
Studies. She is a former board member at 
Credit Builders Alliance (CBA), is currently 
a board member at NYS Coalition of CDFIs, 
and on the Advisory Board of the New York 
City Neighborhood Capital Corporation, 
NYCEDC, a program that makes low-
interest loans to community development 
projects in low-income communities in New 
York City.

Yanki founded Accompany Capital in 1997 
as a department of NYANA. Accompany 
Capital creates a pathway to prosperity 
for New York area immigrant, refugee, and 
underserved entrepreneurs, supporting 
them as they launch and grow their 
businesses with access to affordable 
credit, financial education, training in 
technology, and best business practices. 
With over twenty years of experience in 
developing and implementing economic 
development programs, her leadership 
was key as Accompany Capital transitioned 

Yanki Tshering
Executive Director,
Accompany Capital

2023 
SPIRIT OF 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AWARD



expertise in organizing, neighborhood 
preservation, and community building. 
She has been acknowledged for her efforts 
to promote human service provision as a 
vehicle for social change.  

Irma has taught courses in community 
organization, social administration, and 
social work field instruction at several local 
universities. She has published articles 
on housing, the court system, and human 
rights and has served on numerous boards 
throughout her career, including City 
Project, The Association for Neighborhood 
and Housing Development, The Parodneck 
Foundation for Self-Help Housing, The 
New York Women’s Foundation, and the 
International Federation of Settlements.  

Irma is a graduate of The City College of 
New York/CUNY with a BA in Fine Arts 
and received her MSW in 1980 from the 
Hunter College School of Social Work. She 
is a resident of Sunnyside Gardens and 
was a leader in that neighborhood’s effort 
to secure Historic District status. Since her 
retirement Irma has served as part time 
Executive Director 0f The International 
Federation of Settlements, and as 
consultant to the national Community 
Learning Partnership.

Irma Rodriguez served as Executive Director 
of Queens Community House from 2008 
to 2015; prior to that, she spent 25 years 
as the organization’s Associate Director. 
Queens Community House is a multi-site 
settlement house serving the diverse 
populations of Queens through a combination 
of social services, educational advancement, 
advocacy, and leadership development.   

During Irma’s time at Queens Community 
House (QCH), it grew from a locally-
serving community center into a borough-
wide organization with 25 sites in 11 
neighborhoods and serving 25,000 children, 
families and older adults. Under her 
guidance, QCH developed a particular 

Irma Rodriguez
Executive Director
Queens Community House
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Jack & Dorothy Kupferberg Family Foundation 
2023 QUEENS CHAMPION AWARD 



COMMUNITY TRAILBLAZERS
Hyatt Bass 
Anne E. Delaney

COMMUNITY LEADERS
Helen LaKelly Hunt

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Karen Choi 
JP Morgan Chase 
Morgan Stanley 
Elizabeth Wang 

COMMUNITY ADVOCATES 
Jessie McClintock Kelly 
Haydee Morales 
Victoria Chu Pao 
Hour Children 
Gloria Pitagorsky 
Queens Community House 
Rust Consulting

PARTNERS
Accompany Capital 
Mary Baglivo 
Mary Caracappa 
Maria Cilenti 
Soffiyah Elijah 
Debra-Ellen Glickstein 
Simone Harris 
Madeline Holder
Tiloma Jayasinghe 

Antoinette La Belle 
Susan Leicher 
Adriana Londono 
Dexlene Maxwell 
Rhonda Joy McLean 
Carmel Owen 
Juliana Pereira 
Susan Sawyers
Serpico, Serpico & Siddiqui, P.C. 

MANY THANKS TO OUR 2023 NEIGHBORHOOD 
DINNER SPONSORS

List in formation as of 11/7/23



BJ Sung 

Elizabeth Wang 

Monique Edwards 

Michelle Henry 

Gloria Pitagorsky 

A VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2023 
NEIGHBORHOOD DINNER STEERING COMMITTEE

Antoinette Ahibo 

Zoe Bogan 

Dexlene Maxwell 

Victoria Morgan 

CO-CHAIRS COMMITTEE



Maria Cilenti
Rebecca Cokley
Lorraine Cortés-Vázquez 
Anne E. Delaney 
Mignon Espy Edwards 
Soffiyah Elijah 
Teresa Gonzalez 
Beth Holly 
Imara Jones 
Lawanna Kimbro 
Marielle Villar Martiney 
Haydee Morales 
Margaret Morrison 
Danielle Moss Cox 
Jeanne Mullgrav 
Tanya Odom 

Helene Banks 
Chair
Karen Choi 
Chair
Lola C. West 
Vice Chair
Tiloma Jayasinghe 
Treasurer
Ayo Roach 
Secretary
Mary Baglivo

Victoria Chu Pao
Michèle Penzer 
Juliana Pereira 
Gloria Pitagorsky 
Margarita Rosa 
Susan Sawyers 
Ellen Schall 
Jean Shafiroff 
Tomasita Sherer 
Anastasia Somoza 
Narae Yun

Abigail E. Disney 
Honorary Chair
Helen LaKelly Hunt 
Chair Emerita

THE NEW YORK 
WOMEN’S 
FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS



Catalina Calle-Duran, 
Manager, Strategic 
Learning 
Cecilia Cortes Vila, Senior 
Program Officer, Economic 
Security & Justice 
Colin Lovell, Manager, 
Development Operations 
Constance Jackson-
Joshua, Executive 
Assistant to the President 
& CEO 
Dana Huber, Director, 
Programs & Strategic 
Learning 

Ana L. Oliveira, President 
& CEO 
Adriana Londono, Vice 
President, Development 
Azadeh Khalili, 
Senior Vice President, 
Strategic Partnerships 
and Philanthropic 
Advancement 
Beth Allee, Manager, 
Events and Corporate 
Sponsorships 
Camille Emeagwali, 
Senior Vice President, 
Programs & Strategic 
Learning 

Devika Gopal Agge, 
Senior Vice President, 
Strategic Philanthropy and 
Marketing Communications 
Dimple Jobanputra, 
Associate Director, 
Programs 
Guisela Marroquín, Senior 
Director, Programs 
Jessica Lee, Senior 
Director of Strategic 
Partnerships and 
Philanthropic Initiatives 
Joanna Lequerica, 
Accountant 
Kay White, Development 
Database Associate 
Kerry-Ann Henry, 
Development Officer 
Kimberley Moore, Program 
Officer 
Lynna Mercado, Vice 
President, Finance 

THE NEW YORK 
WOMEN’S 
FOUNDATION
STAFF

Madeline Lamour 
Holder, Vice President, 
Development 
Marissa Crawford, 
Director, Grants and 
Operations 
Ruomei Hu, Senior 
Accountant 
Sharon Hametz, Senior 
Director of Strategic 
Partnerships and 
Philanthropic Initiatives 
Sojourner Rivers, Senior 
Program Officer, Safety, 
Healing & Reproductive 
Justice 
Susan Treglia, Office & IT 
Manager 
Taïna Sanon Epps, 
Program Officer 
Tiffany McFadden, Program 
Officer, Justice Initiatives 



Executive Director, 
Elmcor Youth and 
Adult Activities and 
2022 Neighborhood 
Leadership Award 
Honoree 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 

www.bafausa.org  
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THE BANGLADESH ACADEMY OF 
FINE ARTS FOR THEIR INCREDIBLE 
PERFORMANCE!

OUR VENDOR PARTNERS
All Hands in Motion ASL 
Interpretation 

Bia Catering and Staff 

Flushing Town Hall and Staff 

Sequence Events 



to beloved Board Alumna Irma Rodriguez and to all of the 
honorees and grantee partners at the 2023 Neighborhood Dinner!

Hyatt Bass

CONGRATULATIONS





The Hour Children Board 
salutes Dr. Alethea Taylor 
and thanks The New York 
Women’s Foundation for 

their support.



Empowering women!

jpmorganchase.com/wotm

JPMorgan Chase helps fuel women’s ambition and  
advance financial equality.

We strive to help women across the country realize  
their full potential and develop a solid foundation  
for professional and economic growth.



IN DEEP GRATITUDE FOR EVERYTHING
YOU’VE DONE FOR QCH AND FOR QUEENS.

Congratulations
IRMA!





and purchase tickets to win one of many 
great prizes!

Scan to purchase tickets

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT 
OUR RAFFLE


